


Texas authors 
Their diverse backgrounds and stories not only highlight the rich tapestry of Texas literature but also 
serve as powerful examples of how storytelling can transcend boundaries and connect us all. By 
sharing their journeys, these authors can ignite passion and creativity in aspiring writers, 
demonstrating the importance of perseverance, authenticity, and the unique voice each person brings 
to the literary world. Their insights offer invaluable guidance on navigating the challenges of the writing 
process and finding one's niche in the vast landscape of literature. Through their speeches and 
workshops, students have the opportunity to engage with these authors, ask questions, and gain 
firsthand knowledge about the craft of writing, further enriching their educational experience and 
preparing them for future endeavors in storytelling.

Texas has been home to a number of prominent authors who have made substantial contributions to 
the literary world. Below are a few noteworthy figures:

Noteworthy Texas Authors Whose Works Are Truly Worth Exploring:

Attica Locke - Known for her gripping crime novels, Locke’s Bluebird, Bluebird and Heaven, My 
Home explore themes of race and justice in East Texas. 
Bryan Washington - His debut novel Memorial and short story collection Lot offer poignant 
insights into life in Houston, focusing on themes of family, identity, and community. 
Elizabeth Wetmore - Her novel Valentine is a powerful story set in West Texas, dealing with 
themes of violence, resilience, and the strength of women. 
Katherine Center - Known for her heartwarming and uplifting novels, Center’s works like Things 
You Save in a Fire and What You Wish For are perfect for readers looking for emotional and 
engaging stories. 
Joe R. Lansdale - A prolific author with a unique blend of mystery, crime, and horror, Lansdale’s 
Hap and Leonard series is particularly popular. 

Larry McMurtry - Known for his Pulitzer Prize-winning novel Lonesome Dove, McMurtry’s works 
often explore the American West and Texas life. 
Cormac McCarthy - Author of The Road and No Country for Old Men, McCarthy’s gritty and 
profound storytelling has earned him critical acclaim. 
Sandra Cisneros - Best known for The House on Mango Street, Cisneros’ work often delves into 
the Mexican American experience. 
Rick Riordan - Famous for the Percy Jackson & the Olympians series, Riordan’s books have 
captivated young readers worldwide. 
Molly Ivins - A political commentator and humorist, Ivins’ sharp wit and insightful commentary are 
evident in her books like Molly Ivins Can’t Say That, Can She?. 

Kimberly King Parsons - Her short story collection Black Light is filled with vivid, gritty tales set in 
Texas, capturing the essence of the state’s diverse landscapes and people. 
Stacey Swann - Her debut novel Olympus, Texas has received critical acclaim for its rich 
storytelling and exploration of family dynamics in a small Texas town. 
Amanda Marcotte - Known for her political commentary, Marcotte’s book It’s a Jungle Out There: 
The Feminist Survival Guide to Politically Inhospitable Environments offers sharp insights and 



These authors bring unique perspectives and voices to the literary landscape of Texas. 

Texas authors who excel in speculative fiction. Here are a few you might find intriguing: 

These authors bring a wide range of styles and themes to speculative fiction, establishing Texas as a 
vibrant hub for imaginative literature. From insightful explorations of dystopian worlds to captivating 
fantasy stories, Texas writers consistently engage readers with their inventive narratives. Their works 
often mirror the state's diverse cultural and geographical landscapes, crafting tales that challenge 
norms and push the limits of the genre. By intertwining elements of science fiction, fantasy, and 
alternate history, these authors not only entertain but also inspire contemplation on contemporary 
issues, inviting readers to envision new possibilities and viewpoints. Through stories of advanced 
technology, magical realms, or reinterpreted histories, Texas authors are making significant 
contributions to the continually evolving world of speculative fiction.

Several emerging Texas authors in the speculative fiction genre who are gaining attention: 

These writers are bringing fresh perspectives and imaginative narratives to the world of speculative 
fiction. With their innovative storytelling, they encourage readers to move beyond the ordinary and 
delve into the potential of both familiar and fantastical realms. Their works often present a new 
viewpoint on societal issues, merging creative plots with profound, thought-provoking themes.

humor. 
Brian T. Atkinson - His book Kent Finlay, Dreamer: The Musical Legacy Behind Cheatham Street 
Warehouse delves into the life of a key figure in Texas’s music scene. 
June Arnold - Her novel Baby Houston is a posthumously published work that explores complex 
family relationships and the social dynamics of Houston. 

Robert Evans - His novel After the Revolution is a cyberpunk sci-fi set in a fractured future Texas, 
exploring themes of technology, climate change, and societal collapse. 
Bruce Sterling - A key figure in the cyberpunk movement, Sterling’s works like Islands in the Net 
and Schismatrix are influential in the genre. 
Howard Waldrop - Known for his unique and often whimsical speculative fiction, Waldrop’s short 
stories and novels, such as Them Bones, are beloved by fans of the genre. 
Elizabeth Moon - Her Vatta’s War series and The Deed of Paksenarrion trilogy are excellent 
examples of military science fiction and fantasy. 
Martha Wells - Author of the acclaimed Murderbot Diaries series, Wells’ work combines elements 
of science fiction and speculative fiction with a strong narrative voice. 

Christopher Brown - Known for his dystopian novels, Brown’s Tropic of Kansas and Rule of 
Capture explore themes of political and environmental collapse. 
Nicky Drayden - Her debut novel The Prey of Gods blends science fiction and fantasy in a unique 
South African setting, and her subsequent works continue to push genre boundaries. 
Kathleen Kent - While primarily known for historical fiction, Kent’s foray into speculative fiction 
with The Dime series has been well-received. 
P. Djèlí Clark - Though not originally from Texas, Clark, who now resides in the state, has made a 
significant impact with his alternate history and fantasy works like Ring Shout and A Master of 
Djinn. 



By weaving together elements of futurism, mythology, and alternate realities, these authors are not 
just pushing the limits of speculative fiction; they are also enriching the literary scene with their varied 
voices. Readers are invited to embark on adventures that challenge the status quo and inspire new 
perspectives on identity, technology, and the essence of humanity.

As these emerging voices gain recognition, they are set to make a significant impact on the genre, 
delivering stories that resonate with audiences spanning generations and cultures. Their contributions 
underscore the ability of speculative fiction to reflect on modern challenges while transporting readers 
to realms brimming with wonder and potential.
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